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HV  I.AUkI  NCI,  J    HIKPKK 

Two  years  afjo  a  lommittir  was  appointed  by  the 
Ontario  Library  Association  to  pre!)are  a  Chedc-List  of 
Canadian  F\ibli(  Documents.  For  one  reason  or  another 
very  little  proK're-^  has  yet  been  made  with  the  under- 
taking -not  an  altoKether  unusual  state  ot  atTairs  with 
subcommittees.  The  members  have  ail  been  pretty  well 
occupied  with  other  matters,  ami  il  has  been  dinicult  to 
get  together.  However,  the  project  has  not  been  aban- 
doned by  any  means,  and  we  hojK'  some  day  to  ^et  the 
material  for  the  Check-List  into  shape  and  have  it  printed 
for  distribution. 

Meanwhile,  it  may  not  be  without  interest  to  give  a 
brief  ac  count  of  the  i)ublic  documents  of  Canada  and  the 
provinces.  At  the  outset,  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  under  the  terms  of  the  British  Xorth  America  Act 
(the  Canadian  Constitution),  certain  subjects  were  defi- 
nitely assigned  to  the  i)rovinces  and  others  to  the  Domin- 
ion. Generally  speaking,  the  Constitution  of  Canada 
difTers  from  that  of  the  United  States  in  that  under  the 
former  Parliament  may  legislate  "in  relation  to  all 
matters  not  coming  within  the  classes  of  subjects  assigned 
exclusively  to  the  legislatures  of  the  provinces,"  while 
under  the  latter  "the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 


S3 


Hthlio^r.iphi, III  Soiirlv  „i  Amrrii.t 


Suten,  are  riM.Tve.|  t.,  the  Staien  nsj^vtivdv.  or  to  fhc 
pe«>|.lt.."  Oru.  m:iy  |M.rl.a|H  say  that,  from  thi.  |wrticular 
iK.uu  of  view,  ihe  fnilancc  ot  ,H,vvtr  In  (  anaca  rests  with 
the  ft.K.ral  authority,  whih.  in  the  Initnl  Staten  it 
remaitiH  with  the  in.livi.lual  states. 

I'n.ler  the  Canadian  Con-^titution  the  federal  Kovcrn- 
ment  has  ex.  lusive  le«is!ative  authority  over  all  matters 
resjHTtinK  the  publie  debt.  reKulation  of  tra.le  an.l  com- 
merce,  ixistal  service,  navigation  and  shippinK.  Indians 
census  and  statistics,  an.l  all  other  matters  of  national 
imiH.rt  and  siKnihcanee;  while  the  l<Kal  legislatures  may 
exclusively  make  laws   in   relation   to   municipal   insti- 
tutions, management  and  sale  of  public  lands  belonginj? 
to  the  provmce,  incorix.ration  of  comf^nies  with  pr.>. 
vmcial  objects.  pr..,KTty,  and  civil  rights  in  the  province, 
and     generally  all  matters  of  a  merely  local  or  private 
nature  in  the  province."     ([  am  quoting  Bourinot.  our 
prmcipal  authority  on  constitutional  and  parliamentary 

The  matter  may  jK-rhaps  be  put  more  concisely,  from 
our  present  standpoint,  by  giving  a  list  of  the  existing 
departments  of  the  Dominion  government  and  of  the 
provinces.  Here  at  Ottawa  we  have  the  departments  of 
Hnance,  Railways  an<l  Canals,  Public  Works.  Marine 
and  Fisheries.  Naval  Affairs,  Post  OfT.ce,  Militia  and 
Defence,  Agriculture,  Trade  and  Commerce  Customs 
Inland  Revenue,  Justice,  Interior  Mines,  Indian  Affairs, 
State,  Kxternal  Affairs,  Labour,  and  the  Privy  CouncU 
OflTice.    The  President  ot  the  Council,  who  is  generally 
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lh«-  l»rmu-  MiniHttr.  .uniruU  ih,-  |»rpartnu-nl  ut  llxltrnal 
AtTairs  an.l  thin  Privy  Coun.il  onia-,  and  uIjm.  tfu-  k..yttl 
N.^th    \\V.t    M.Hintr.|    Poliiv.     Interior    an.l    In.lian 
Affairs  arc  un<ltr  >mv  CalMmt  Minister,    v.  an-  Marinr 
ami  l-ishrriis  an<l  N'aval  Affair..    aUu  Inland  RtMuiu' 
and  Mints.      Ihc  (;cn|„«ital  Survry  is  a  sulxKparttiuni 
o(  the  latttr.     Lnlil  a  year  or  lw.»  a^o  the  dqwrtmints 
of  I.alK.ur  and  the  Post  Office  were  un.ler  one  Minister. 
They  are  now  a<lmini.tere.|  by  separate  numlK-rs  of  the 
cabinet.     The  Dominion  .\r.  hives.  Census,  Patent  Offi.e, 
CopyriKhl  (Urae.  an.l  IvxiK-rimenial  I  arms  are  ..r  were' 
all    under    the    Department    ol    AKricuIture   -rather    a 
heter.>Ki-ne.>us  c.llet  ti..n.      Ihe  Archives  have  since  been 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  State.    The  .National 
(iailery  omes.  for  some  unexplained  reason,  under  the 
Department  ..f  Public  \V..rks;  an.l  the  \ict.>ria  Museum 
i»    connected    with    the   (ieological   Survev.     All    these 
departments    and    branches    issue    annual    re|H.rts,   as 
well  as  a  larKe  number  of  bulletins  and  other  sjHrial 
publications,  all  ct)mm.)nly  kn.)wn  as  Blue  Books.     They 
are  issued  through  the  office  of  the  Kings  Prinn-r,  the 
Printing   Bureau   being   under   the   jurisdi.  tion  .»/  th#- 
Secretary   .)f    State.     The    Parliamentary    Del.  .  es.     « 
Hansard  as  it  is  generally  called;  als.)  the  Journals  of  it 
House  and  Senate;   the  Votes  an.l  Procee.lings  of  P«rUa 
ment;    the  Sessional  Paj)ers;    Rei>orts  of  Parliaments 
Committees,    and    .)ther    purely    parliamentary    put 
cations    are    issued    thnjugh    th      Joint     Distribul, 
Office. 
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Ki-rirrm.'  may  \w  rna«K«  lurr  to  ihr  hrWi  <|, .« ri|Hive 
list  of  Canuclian  KMVirnmint  puhliiations  on  j.     i,;0  ,>f 
LarntdH  UltMlur.  .//  Amcnran  lliitmy.     From  a  bihlio- 
Kraphi.al  |>')ini  of  view  (  »na«la  U  a  |..nK  way  UhifKl  the 
the  United  States.     We  have  nothinK  al  all\orre.|«,ni|- 
inK  to  the  a.imirahle  .ataloKues  ami  imlexes  of  public 
d.HumentH  i>Hiu«l  b>   the  Su|Hrintemlent  of  Dinument* 
ut  VVa.hinKton.      Ihe  Kinj;.*  Printer  \^^i\vs  a  brief  lint 
of  Dominion  puMi.ations.  but  it  <I.k-h  not   make  any 
pretense  of  IninK  cmplete,     Many  year*  aK-i  an  Index 
was  publi>he.l  to  the  Sessi.mai  I»a|^er^  but  that  is  now 
almost  prehist.>rit ,  ami  it  i^  altoKelher  like  hunfin^  for 
u  neeiile  in  a  haystack  to  [\xm\  any  particular  .I.k  ument, 
not  to  menti.m  any  imrtidilar  fact,  in  the  innumerable 
v.)lumes  .)f  the  Sessional  I'ajKTs.     Some  of  us  are  living 
in  hojRs  that  the  government  may  some  day  realize  the 
wistlom  .)f  fiaving  an  index  prepared  to  what  would  then 
be  a  collection  of  material  of  eni)rmous  value  to  the 
slu.lent  .»f  Canadian  alTairs.     Kach  volume  of  Hansard, 
or  rather  the  set  of  vc.lumes  for  each  session,  is  provided 
with  a  fairly  complete  and  satisfactory  index.     Of  the 
departmental  reiK)rts,  nothing  is  available  from  a  bib- 
liographical iK)int  of  view  beyomi  the  two  (k-neral  Indexes 
to  the  ReiM,rts  of  the  Cieological  Survey,  the  first  covering 
the  years  1863  to  1.S.S4,  and  the  second  the  years  18S5  to 
1906.     The  laiter.  compiled  by  F.  J.  Nicolas,  is  an  excel- 
lent piece  of  work.     As  the  six'cial  report  of  iK6i  sum- 
marized all  previous  reports  from  the  organization  of  the 
Survey,  and  Vol.  XVT  of  the  New  Series,  isiued  in  1906, 
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was  ihr  last  ..f  the  Ar.nual  kqK»rt».  thcM-  tu..  (Un.ral 
Indcxw  furnish  a  fairly  Mmiplctr  key  to  ihc>   RqwrtH 
Since  igoft,  iho  Survey  han  U>u«|  all  if*  public ati.m.  in  thr 
form  of  Hulletins.  an<l  no  .loubt  a  Keneral  index  to  these 
will  Ih'  \%mKH\  at  !M)me  future  time. 

iir.Kic||y    H|>eakinK.    the    nine    |.r..vimes    into   whieh 
('ana«la  i.  now  .livi.Unl  all  have  jurinili,  tion  over  the  same 
cla!wcs  of  suojctts.  but  for  obvious  reav.ns  the  «le|»ari. 
mcnt.H  dealiriK  with  these  subje.  ts  varv  in  the  <lifTerent 
provimes.     Subjects  whiih  in  :i  larKe  an.l  wealthv  pn.v- 
inre  like  Ontario  arc  assiKne.1  to  disiim  t  .lefKirtments,  arc 
bulked  tw.  and  three  toKi-ther  in  a  small  and  ne.essarily 
fruKal  little  province  like  Prince  Kdward  Island.     Simi- 
larly,  the  public  dcn  umenls  l.s.Hueil  by  the  larger  provinc^Mi 
are  mo-e  numerous,  s|H«cialized.  and  valuable  than  those 
of    the    smaller    provinces.     (Jenerallv    s,K-akinK.    the 
mcth.Kis  of  publication  and  distributi.m  in  the  provinces 
are  similar  to  those  of  the  Dominion.     Kach  province 
has  Its  own  King's  Printer,  through  whom  public  d.nu- 
ments  may  l)e  obtained,  s.>metlmcs  free,  otherwise  for 
a  nominal  charge.     It  may  be  convenient  t.)  add  that 
the  address  of  the  King's  Printer  for  Ontario  is  Toronto- 
for  Quebec,  the  city  of  Quebec;    for  New   Brunswick' 
Fredenct.m;  for  Xova  Scotia,  Halifa.x ;  for  Prince  Kdward 
Island,   Charlottetown;    for   Manitoba.    Winnipeg;    lor 
Saskatchewan,   Regina;    for   Alberta,    Edmont.m;    and 
for  British  Columbia,  Victoria.     The  ver>'  few  documents 
issuecl  m  connection  with  the  g.)vernment  of  the  Yukon 
District  may  be  obtained  in  some  cases  from  the  King's 
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Printer  at  Ottawa;  otherwise,  through  the  Commissioner's 
Oflice  in  Dawson. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Documents  of 
the  Ontario  Lihrar>'  Association  that  they  may  be  able 
to  submit,  at  some  future  meeting  of  the  American 
Librar}'  Association,  a  fairly  comprehensive  Check-List 
of  the  Dominion  and  Provinical  documents  roughly  indi- 
cated above. 
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